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of the means and possibility of preparing a manoeuvre
on his part; therefore, immobilise him by depriving
him of the physical possibility of assembling an ade-
quate force which he might victoriously oppose to the
effort of the decisive attack; to this end, undertake a
number of actions against the enemy.

PROCESSES OF PREPARATION

In order to fulfil this twofold task, preparation
must attack the enemy wherever he shows himself, so
as to inflict serious losses on him, to deprive him of
his means of action, to paralyse him, to threaten
him, which prevents him from removing his forces to
some other place. Its attitude must therefore be a
resolutely offensive one.

But it must at the same time keep him off if he
becomes ^threatening, it must be able to resist and know
how to do it. While acting, preparation must prepare
the means of successfully defending itself.

To conquer and to maintain with ever-increasing
vigour is jts formula,

On the other hand, the small number of troops
preparation has at its disposal on a usually wide front
(several miles : from Garnsdorf to Beulwitz the distance
is 2500 yards) does not allow it to act with harmony
on the whole line. The offensive action tends to sub-
divide itself; it aims at conquering the points of the
ground (" points d'appui," or commanding points), the
possession of which will make it possible to conquer
easily and afterwards utilise the intervals between
them.

Had the enemy protected and organised himself at
Saalfeld, he would have occupied Garnsdorf and
Beulwitz, Garnsdorf then Beulwitz would have been
attacked; the possession of the interval would have
resulted from that* All the troops available would
have supported each other, if need be, in order to carry
the first of these two villages. The thing being dbne
and the hold secured, they would have occupied the
first with as few men as possible and would have
reformed with a view to carrying the second village.